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elephant also occurs on coins of Seleucus III. Callinicus,
Alexander I. Balas, Antiochus VI. Theos, &c., and on
those of Apameia in Syria, at which place Seleucus had
his commissariat, keeping there five hundred elephants,
thirty thousand mares, and three hundred stallions.62
That these Jewish coins were therefore current in Syria,
and were counter-marked in Syria with the elephant, seems
beyond all doubt; and it may be hazarded that this
one was counter-marked at Apameia. The type of the
elephant, as far as I can ascertain, does not occur upon
any Greek-Imperial or autonomous coins of the time of
Nero,63 nor upon any which could have affected the coins
of Judaea; and, to my mind, this counter-marked coin
establishes for a positive certainty that the copper which
I, with others, maintain to have been issued by Simon
Maccabseus, could only have been struck at a time when
the type of an elephant would have been a likely one to
have been employed as a counter-mark. The anchor,
which is also a peculiar badge of the Seleucidse, is
likewise frequently counter-marked on coins current in
Syria. The elephant's head also occurs.
Unless, therefore, some arguments or proofs more
convincing than the seven I have here advanced can be
brought forward—which I much doubt—it may with
62 Strabo, p. 752.
68 The quadriga of elephants may be found on the Eoman
gold and silver coins of Nero and Agrippina (Cohen, vol. i,
p. 176, nob. 2, 3), in which, in all probability, are seated
Augustus and Livia; for, according to history, a car of ele-
phants was decreed to them (Eckhel, voL vi. p. 258). And
Nero also struck gold and silver coins with the legend
AVG-VSTYS AVGrVSTA, certainly representing the figures
of Augustus and Livia. The quadriga of elephants, with
Augustus on the car, occurs as a type struck by Tiberius in
a.d. 34, 35, 36 (Cohen, vol. L p. 45, Nos. 24, 25, 26).

